Business Session Minutes

Thursday, November 18, 2010
1:30 P.M. – 10th Floor Committee Room

The meeting was attended by: Mayor Funkhouser and Council members Hermann, Ford, Johnson, Curls, Sanders-Brooks, Gottstein, Skaggs, Marcason, Circo, Riley, Jolly, and Sharp.  Acting City Manager Schulte also attended.  

1. Approval of minutes for Business Session of October 28, 2010: The minutes were unanimously approved.
2. Snow Removal presentation: Stan Harris, Greg Rokos, Dennis Gagnon and Greg Bowlin, Public Works, gave this presentation to the council. The snow removal program is broken into two sub programs, Arterial Streets, and Residential streets. The arterial street program is handled by Public Works Dept., Water Services Dept. and Parks & Recreation Dept. This program calls for bare pavement curb to curb plowing, and runs 24 hrs during snow storms. The residential street program is handled by Public Works Dept. This program does not go curb to curb like the arterial street program. The trucks only make one swipe on the streets just to make them passable. This program runs 12 hrs a day during the daytime only. The City currently has 31,000 tons of salt in domes and 7,000 tons on order. The drivers have been trained and routes assigned with 10 full time employees added to benefit the snow removal. General Services is installing GPS devices in 63 residential snow plows with the estimated completion date of December 6, 2010. Mr. Harris stated that the age and condition of the current equipment is a concern because it hasn't been replaced recently. Mr. Rokos will introduce an ordinance to update and revamp the City Code that addresses Snow/Snow Removal. The handout is on file in the City Clerk's Office.

3. Washington outlook for 2011: Anita Estell, Polsinelli Shughart, gave this update to the council. Ms. Estell stated that even in the uncertainty of the current political climate, Kansas City has had some successes this year. We are in line to secure in the FY11 Energy & Water appropriations bills $28.6 million in the House of Representatives and $20,380,00 in the US Senate. We have congressional support for City federal grant applications such as the ARRA and Aim4Peace proposals. There is congressional support for the extension of historic 25 year consent decree agreement for the $2 billion Kansas City, MO combined sewer overflow infrastructure improvements. For the FY 2012 federal budget cycle President Obama asked all federal agencies to cut the discretionary spending by 5%. But Speaker-in-waiting Boehner’s proposal would slice deeper cuts at 21%. Cuts of this magnitude would have sharp effects on relevant KCMO programs. The House leadership will set a moratorium on earmarking and Senate Republicans will set a voluntary moratorium. The handout is on file in the City Clerk’s Office.
4. Reorganization of State/House/Senate: Bill Gamble, Betsy Ledgerwood and Benny Lewis, Gamble & Schlemeier, gave this presentation to the council. Bill stated that with the midterm elections the current status of Missouri Legislature is: House has 106 Republicans and 57 Democrats and the Senate has 26 Republicans and 8 Democrats. This can make it difficult to have more than one Democrat on any given committee. The state will be losing about $1 million in Federal funds this fiscal year. Missouri will also lose one congressional seat and this will be a heated action. 

5. Discussion of ordinances, resolutions and communications on today's docket or for floor introduction: Mayor Funkhouser will introduce two ordinances to appoint two members to the Port Authority. He asked for unanimous support for the passage of these. Clyde McQueen and Jeff Kazmarik, EDC, were present to answer questions from the council regarding these appointments. Councilman Sharp will introduce the Legislative Priorities ordinance and asked for unanimous support. 

6. Items to be placed on future Business Session agendas: Councilwoman Marcason asked about the previously requested Transit Alliance presentation. Troy Schulte said it is tentatively on the Dec. 18, 2010 agenda. Councilwoman Hermann stated that the council will have a budget priority session with the new consultants on Dec. 9, 2010.

7. Closed Session: The council voted unanimously to go into Closed Session at 3:34 pm.
