Business Session Minutes

Thursday, January 20, 2011
1:30 P.M. – 10th Floor Committee Room

The meeting was attended by: Mayor Funkhouser and Council members Hermann, Ford, Johnson, Curls, Sanders-Brooks, Gottstein, Marcason, Circo, Riley, Jolly, and Sharp.  Assistant City Manager Langenkamp also attended.  

1. Approval of minutes for Business Session of January 6, 2011: The minutes were unanimously approved.

2. Economic Development Corporation bi-monthly update: Jeff Kazmarek, EDC, gave this presentation to the council. Since this is an update Mr. Kazmarek only addressed the new and important progress of the Work Program status report. The Programs' Priority 1 is to retain and grow existing KCMO businesses, following is the recent activities to support this priority: 10 new business retention/expansion projects announced with a total investment of $852,403,000, 142 jobs created and 2959 jobs retained;  multi-organizational Enhanced Business Retention/Expansion program (KC's Best) designed in partnership with the City, GKCCC, DTC and other partners; and planning and programming continues for the Futurallia 2011 International business/networking event; EDC 2011 legislative agenda adopted with emphasis on job retention and technology/innovation programs; Consensus Economic Development Legislative Agenda being developed for delivery at a February 1 "KC Day at the Capitol". The Programs' Priority 2 is to support development of disadvantaged and opportunity areas within KCMO, following is the recent activities to support this priority: Core Neighborhoods Initiative launched combining EDC's role in the Mayors New Tools, Green Impact Zone, NSP and other neighborhood oriented incentive programs; Hospital Hill North URA has been approved by the LCRA and City Council, this project would create a medical and health sciences business park north of 22nd Street in association with Truman Medical Center.  The Programs' Priority 3 is to promote workforce development and job growth opportunities for KCMO residents, following is the recent activities to support this priority: continued cooperation with the City, Chamber and MCC to identify, list and train for positions. The Programs' Priority 4 is to promote entrepreneurship in order to support new business formation as well as growth opportunities for existing KCMO businesses, following is the recent activities to support this priority: since May 2010 a total of nine loans totaling $10.6 million in investment have been approved by the EDC Loan Corporation, they have also approved three Revolving Loan Fund projects totaling $58,000. The Programs' Priority 5 is to recruit new business investment to the City,, following is the recent activities to support this priority: attracted seven new company investments to KCMO totaling $22.5 million in private sector investment and creating 390 jobs, The Missouri Manufacturing Jobs Act to benefit the Ford Claycomo plant and its suppliers was passed in Special Session on July 17 and signed by the governor, and recently launched a retooled website with better graphics and more information. The handout is on file in the City Clerk's Office.

3. Kansas City Strip Program presentation: Oscar McGaskey, Convention Center, John Engleman, Westport Regional Business League, and Bill George gave this presentation to the council. On August 17, 2009, the city entered into a contract with the Westport Business League to operate an entertainment shuttle service between the City's entertainment districts. Per that contract, the Westport Regional Business League received $295,000 from the City. $200,000 earmarked for start-up and general operating costs for the shuttle and $95,000 for general Westport area advertising and promotions. $200,000 is to be paid back to the City (no interest) in monthly payments beginning in the thirteenth month after the commencement of service. The shuttle service started April 2010, so the first payment will be due in May 2011. This repayment is scheduled to be completed within five years of commencement of operation of the shuttle service. Upon submitting the first repayment, Westport Regional business League will provide quarterly reports to the City Council and Executive Director. The report will include a summary of repayments to the City, ridership of shuttle service, expansion or retraction of shuttle service route and other information requested by the City Council. The handout is on file in the City Clerk's Office. 

4. Discussion of ordinances, resolutions and communications on today's docket or for floor introduction: There was no discussion on this item.
5.  Items to be placed on future Business Session agendas: Councilwoman Gottstein stated that the City made an application for platinum status on being a bikeability city. She would like an update on this endeavor. Councilwoman Marcason stated that next week is a budget priority setting session. The meeting will start at 11 am, with lunch being provided by Councilwoman Hermann’s office. Councilman Sharp and Councilwoman Sanders-Brooks would like an updated on the completed projects in the Neighborhood Stabilization Program.
6. Closed Session: The council voted unanimously to go into Closed Session at 2:28 pm.

