Business Session Minutes

Thursday, January 6, 2011
1:30 P.M. – 10th Floor Committee Room

The meeting was attended by: Council members Johnson, Curls, Sanders-Brooks, Gottstein, Skaggs, Marcason, Circo, Riley, Jolly, and Sharp.  Acting City Manager Schulte also attended.  

1. Approval of minutes for Business Session of December 16, 2010: The minutes were unanimously approved.

2. 2nd Quarter Citizen Survey results: Gary White and Doug Jones, Auditor's Office, gave this presentation to the council. In this quarter there were 2000 surveys sent out with 1260 of those being completed. The highest ratings for this quarter are as follows: Overall quality of local fire protection and rescue services, overall quality of airport facilities (new in 2011), overall quality of police, fire and ambulance services, how quickly fire and emergency medical services personnel respond to emergencies (new in 2011), overall quality of trash collection services and overall quality of recycling collection services. The lowest ratings for this quarter are as follows: the smoothness of city streets, overall effectiveness of appointed boards and commissions, enforcing the mowing and cutting of weeds on private property, enforcing and prosecuting illegal dumping and overall quality of leadership provided by the city's elected officials. The residents rated Kansas City as a place to live at 67%, as a place to work at 61% and as a place to raise children at 52%. The survey also asked how safe do you feel during the day at home at 82%, in your neighborhood at 79%, in downtown at 71% and in city parks at 61%. The handouts are on file in the City Clerk's Office.

3. Development processes review: Tom Coyle and Jade Liska, City Planning, gave this presentation to the council. Transition to the new code was a shift from a discretionary review to a standard based code. It will utilize the discretionary review process for major projects and appeals of staff or Planning Commission decisions. In this process there was a shift of the development management staff responsibilities moved from staff report writing and agenda preparation to developer consultation and interdepartmental coordination. The intent of this new code was to demystify the development process by promoting the use of the new Zoning Plus program, to promote the use of the Developers Guide and to use a project manager which is a single point of contact for the developers. So in order to maintain and improve the new development code the department will continue the annual review process, critically evaluate regulating reviews and continue to simplify the code. The handouts are on file in the City Clerk's Office.

4. Discussion of ordinances, resolutions and communications on today's docket or for floor introduction: Councilwoman Marcason will introduce the short term loan resolution from the floor and asked for support from the council. 

5. Items to be placed on future Business Session agendas: There was no discussion on this item.

6. Closed Session: The council voted unanimously to go into Closed Session at 2:02 pm

