Business Session Minutes

Thursday, October 28, 2010
1:30 P.M. – 10th Floor Committee Room

The meeting was attended by: Mayor Funkhouser and Council members Hermann, Ford, Johnson, Curls, Sanders-Brooks, Gottstein, Skaggs, Marcason, Circo, Riley, Jolly, and Sharp.  Acting City Manager Schulte also attended.  

1. Approval of minutes for Business Session of October 21, 2010: The minutes were unanimously approved.
2. Economic Development Corporation presentation: Jeff Kazmarik, EDC, gave this presentation to the council. This presentation addresses the FY 2011 Work Program. The program contains five priorities: Retain and grow existing Kansas City, MO businesses, Support development of disadvantaged and opportunity areas within KCMO, Promote workforce development and job growth opportunities for Kansas City residents, Promote entrepreneurship in order to support new business formation as well as growth opportunities for existing KCMO businesses and Recruit new business investment to the city. Mr. Kazmarik stated that the EDC is constantly working on these priorities to let businesses know that Kansas City is a great place for their business. The handout is on file in the City Clerk's Office.

3. Stimulus Fund update: Jennifer Jones-Lacy, Budget, Martha Means, City Prosecutors Office, Richard Allen, Parks and Recreation and Stuart Bollington, Water Services, gave this update to the council. She started off by stating that the City in conjunction with many other agencies throughout the city, has obtained $182,679,517 in stimulus funding. Some of the projects that have been funded by the ARRA funds are: weatherized 832 low-income homes, provided assistance to 746 households through the Homelessness Prevention and Rapid Re-Housing Program, hired 46 new police officers through the COPS Hiring Recovery Program(CHRP), provided lead-based paint inspections and lead hazard removal in 119 homes, trained 58 under-employed and unemployed Kansas City residents through the Brownfields Job Training Grant, constructing two buildings with 109 apartments for low-income seniors through ARRA-CDBG. The stimulus funding has created or retained approximately 400 jobs through the use of these funds in the 3rd quarter of the calendar year (July 1-Sept 30, 2010). The categories’ for which the funding was awarded were as follows: $114.9 million in Infrastructure, $42.2 million in Energy Efficiency, $13.5 million in Public Safety and Criminal Justice, $13.1 million in Health and Social Support, $6.5 million in Neighborhood Stabilization and $1.6 million in Economic and Workforce Development. Handouts are on file in the City Clerk's Office.

4. Discussion of ordinances, resolutions and communications on today's docket or for floor introduction: There was no discussion on this item.
5. Items to be placed on future Business Session agendas: Councilwoman Hermann and the Budget Officer will have a priorities setting discussion at an upcoming Business Session. Councilman Sharp would like to take a few minutes to discuss the reorganization of the Missouri House and Senate. 

6. Closed Session: There was no Closed Session.
